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Grassroots Advocacy

And it begins…

“…Over the back fence and 
at the kitchen table”

What You Can Do!
Perseverance is a great element to success.  
If you knock long enough and loud enough at 

the gate, you are sure to wake somebody.

- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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Begin The Conversation…
• With your friends
• With your family
• People at work
• People at church
• And with neighbors!

…Laying your Foundation

Step 1 – Determine the Issue
Step 2 – Research the Issue
Step 3 – Build your Volunteer 

Network
Step 4 – Reach our beyond 

your “group” circle
Step 5 – Set your goals and 

strategy

W.E.B. DuBois, Educator and Civil Rights 
Activist, 1949

“Of all the civil right for which the 
world has struggled and fought 
for 5,000 years, the right to learn 
is undoubtedly the most 
fundamental…The Freedom to 
Learn…has been brought by 
bitter sacrifice.  And whatever we 
may think of the curtailment of 
other civil rights, we should fight 
to the last ditch to keep open the 
right to learn…”
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Building Your Support -

You

Your 

Business 

Community 

Your

State/Federal 

Government

Your

Local Committee

Your

School District

“Coalition Building”

…Our School District

• Create and strive to keep a 
healthy relationship with Admin, 
School Board, and Teachers 

• Provide opportunity for School 
and Community conversation

• Write letters to local papers 
expressing the positives in your 
school 

• Don’t be afraid to provide 
constructive criticism with school 
leadership
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…Our Community
• Facilitate community forums concerning 

your issues
• Provide your supporters with tools to be 

successful
• Empower people to have a voice

◘ Educate community members “how to vote”
◘ Voter Registration – Find “new” voter
◘ Communicate policy changes

…Our Legislator
• Write Letters
• Candidate Debates
• Lobby/Advocate
• Build Relationships with Elected Officials
• Visibility, visibility, visibility! 

- Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Do not be too timid and 
squeamish…All life is an experiment.  
The more experiments you make, the 

better.
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Resources For Community Groups
• MN - League of Women Voters
• Beyond the Bake Sale

Authors: Henderson, Marbuger, Ooms

• www.schoolsforequity.org 
• www.parentsunited.org
• www.educationminnesota.org 
• PTA State and National Websites
• “PTA Grassroots Advocacy Toolkit”

“If you knock long enough and loud enough at the gate, 

you are sure to wake somebody…” HWE

It is about all our children…


