: 1 CLASS EDUCATION
"Keep 65% in the Classroom for Kids & Teachers”

Executive Summary .

Throughout America, there is a tising concem thal public education is nat fulfiling its mandate. While plans to

increase overall edugation funding through additional taxes are numerous, actually impacting the classronm

without tax increases is what the real goal should be. [f's what the public wants, but the public hasn't been
shewn how it can be rationally and uniformly achieved.,,yntil now.

The:average amount of each dollar spent on Ameriean education that actually makes i to the K-12 ¢lassroom is
§1.7 cents, By moving more of the money already belng spent on K-12 education to the classrootn, fiterally
hundreds of millions of dollars more per state could be spent direclly on kids and teachers without raising overall

+ expenditures or new taxes.

It's a simiple, intuitive and respansibie solution,

Make public schools more effectivé and efficient by requiring at least 85%
of every K-12 education dollar be spent on “in the classraom instruction™
as defined by the National Center for Educational Statistics.

Agcording to the National Genter for Educational Statisties, four states have achieved the §5%. goal without a
specific percentage mandate. The fop.5 states include: New York 68.3%; Maine 66.6%:; Utqh 65.2%; Tennessee
85.1%; and New Hampshire 64.9%. The NCES reports show that the rational average of classroom spending
has drapped from 61.7% to 61.5% with threé states that were above 65% dropping below that mark.

The National Center for Educational Statistics definition of “in the classroom spending,” which scenis to be
adopted by the states, appears below. Generally, if the expenditure has to do with Instruction of students in any
form, from learning to read to leaming o run a football pass pattern, it is counted as being an *in the classroom”
expense, _ ‘ :

“In the Classroom”. A “Outside the Clagsroom®

Classroom Teachers, Personnel Administration '

General Instruclion Sugplies Piant Qperations & Maintenance
Instructional Aides Food Serviges: ‘

Activilies — Field Trip, Athlelics, Music, Arts Transportdtion

Tuition Paid fo Out-of State Districls & Instructional Support including Librarians,

Piivate nstitutions for Special Needs Students Teacher Training & Curticulum . -
Student Support— Nurses, Counselors

Far pqﬁﬁcaiv reasons it is very heipful that athletics, arts, music, field trips and instruction and tuition for spesial
heeds students are all inclided in the NCES "in the classroom spending” definition. This will deny the validity to
the opponent's arguments of “Johnny won't be able to play football, Jane wan't learn the violin, and Joe's
special neetls instrustion won't be possible.”

While evidence is decidedly mixed as to whether the amount of fnoney spent per child is a determinant factor in
test scores, the rationale for requiring more of current expenditures to be spent on instruction.in the classwom is
intuitive, After all, it is the activities. in the classroom that bear directly on that individual child's educaticnal

outcome, hot the plethora of school district superintendents and ather bureaucratic stafling, nor the often
inefficient ways schools cut their grass or paint their walls, : '




e SREEING FTOPGSaN TOF INE B3% 1A T e Claséroom™ Requirement

This public palicy geat should he enacied in such a way as to protect lucat contral in education while demandmg
statewide accountabilily for the meney being spent. This is important both from a ph:!osophml public palicy
perspective and for the proposal's politieat viability,

This proposal catls for enac:mg in targeted states a requiremnent that:

1. Every school district in a State shall achieve a minimum of 65% of {heir buddet being spent on “in the
classnoom® instruction ustng the Nation Center for Educationa! Statistics definitions.

2. Schoul Districts that current:y fali below the 85% goal shall be required to increase that percentage by a
minimum of 2% a year unti) the 65% goal is met

3. School Districts would be required to send their annual proposed budgets to the State Suparifitendent of
Public Instruction verifying that the 65% goal of 2% annual improvement is bemg made,

4. SeHool Dustncts that bellave they cannot meet either the B5% goal or 2% annual ampmvement can
petition for a one-year waiver from the Staté Superintandent of Public Instruction, {or the highest elected
shate ‘education crfﬁclai) alon-g with thelr proposal of what can be achieved toward reachmg the 65%

gnat

§ The State Superintendent for Pumm Instruction shall have 30 days fmm a Schoo! District's petition to
eithier deny or grant the one.year waiver or grant a partial one-year waiver short of the 65% goa! or 2%

annual increase.

6. The Legistatire wali be left wilh the cppcrwmty to determine what pumuwe action may ba taken if centain
-~ Gchool Districts do not voluntatily mmpry with the requirements.

., While. each.state may mcorporate slightly different language, the principles of the' 35% for “in the classroam

instruction™goal, for having the statewide-elacted education head as an arbitrator and for leaving the cotiteal of

'umptementahdn uitimately up to ‘the .individua! School Districts mnd Bards should be gonsistent This

mnssstency will be important in order o brlng national prumnnenoe to this issue and the orgammtlcns supponting
the.campaign efforts rw its enaciment.

'The Electoral Goals of 12 Class Education
The p!an cairs for the creation.of campargn wmmxtteas to gather slgnatums for, placament of the [ssue on the

- Noyember 2008 ballot In possibly five locations: the District of Colimbia, Arizona; ‘Coldrado, Mn:htgaﬁ and

Oklahoma: Three of these stales (AZ, M), OK) have.first ferm Demoeratic’ Governors who will likely, it for re-
elestion. Colbrado will have. open govemor's races because of term limits,. Exch face looming budgetary
challenges which have sreated the potential for tax increase battles in théir tipcoming Legxsfa!we sessions,

According o the NECS ‘in each of these states the percentage of education dof{am feaching the classroom is
;eit below the ﬂahona] avemge of 81. 5% with each state below 60% of the educatkm maney reachmg the
assroom;

e . . 488%
Arizona 58.6% -
Colorado ' 57 9%
Michigan . B7.4%
Oklahoma © 57.8%

Each of these locations has an mma!wa process that is refatively mexpanssve compared to other siatés and a
limited number of large media ouue:s hat make an eamed medra wmpazgn poss:bre.

-The plan mlts far the, use of a naﬁonal 501{c)(4) orgamzauon that will act a& a.support for the: sﬂate_mmpaxgn

comittees by consahdatnng oertain acnvrﬁes where, economies. of seale can be achieved ~ genemi copsyiting, -




L péfufeésipnal signature gathering, research, medla et celera. This will creale national visibllity. for the issue ahd
help fund state acliviies through a coordinated fundraising effort with direct contributions o the state
committees. Enactment of the plan needs to begin as soen as possible to ensure the greatest success,

The Pélitica) Benefits of 1" Class Education

With the 1% Class Education issue on the baliot, Republicens will have & viable answar to i the ciassroom
improvement of education” without the rieed to call for s tax increase, offsetting budgst cuts in other poputar
programs or gimnick accounting and deficit spending. Other important but more tangential political advantages

may occur because of the proposal, including;

1. ‘Spliting of the Education Unice, The 1* Class Education proposal naturally pits adminiStrators and
teachars at odds with one another with monies flowing from the fommer fo the latar with its passage.
Because most state education unions represent both administrators and teachers; the proposal will

create tremendous tension within the organization. Bvery time the education establishment attacks this
proposal, it hurts its ‘standing with the public and the majotity of its membership, Every day and every’

doltar the educstion establishment uses to defeat this proposal is a day and a deliar they cannot spend
on other political activities, '

2. “Direct Fix for Public Education. While voucher and charter school proposals have great merit, latge
segments of the voling public — especially suburban, affluent womer voters ~ view thiese idgas as an
abandonment of public eqducation, Women in particular want public education fixed, not replaced, Once
additional fixing and funding of public edusation ean be achieved via the 1® Class Education proposal,
targeted segments of voters'may be more greatly predisposed to supporting voucher and chargr schoo
proposals, as Republicans address the voting public with greater eredibility on public edusation fssues.

3. Estmblishes the Debate on Taxes and Goveinment Spending. By highlighting the inefficiericles of
education spending, far and away the biggest budgetary item in every state, the 1% Clas$ Educalion

initiative highlights the fikely inefficlencies in afl areas of state government. What's the percentuge the

Department of Motor Vehicles spends on adrinistration verses direct sgrvice to the public?

4. Alows’ the Use of Unlimited Non-Persohal Money for Palitical Pesitioning Advantages., The
aforementioned benefits can ba achieved with funding in any amount and fram any 30Urce, In fhe era of
campaign finance limitations on candidates, FACS and parties, galvanizing an eleclirate- via the
nitiative process is a fremendous epportunity, ‘

5. It Wins! As with initiatives proposing tex limits, term limits and the definition of mariage, ballot success
for the 1" Class Education proposal is exceedingly likely, Momover, the proposal ¢an galvanize public
political discussion, becoming a naturat litmus fest for candidates with the electorate: Its intuitive
simplicity establishes either a beneficiary refationship with the voters or a nated disconnedt based on
the candidates support or oppesition to the proposal, ' : -

Cenclusion: Tha 65% “In the Classroom™ Reform Campaigns Can Create Tremendous Pubfic

Palicy and Political Benefits

The B3% *in the dassroom” issue is the most intuitive way 1o make a significant difference for students, parents,
feachers, taxpayars dnd the political leaders willing to take the cause as thelr own. As wilh'fermn Bfriits and the
supermajority for tex incremse reforms, te lssue has the abiliy to bind together a cdalition across party lines

and political philasophies that make its paseage at the ballot extremely [kely.

The pexiis of a vating blec deeply concemed abeut the shortoomings of public education, the budgetary
Préssures states are facing, and the Intuftive suppart for the 5% “in the classroom” idea gives the 1st Class
Education initiatives an opportunity to fundamentally reform the priorities of public school spending that make up
mare than 50% of every state govemments budget, - S

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
Tim Mooney at 480-518-6168 or timaz@aol.com




